
 The Lost Coast H O W L E R         

Editor:  Barbara Stelz                                   http://www.lostcoastkennelclub.org                                  MAY  2010 

 
 

 

 
LCKC BOARD OF 

DIRECTORS 
___ 

 

Officers: 

 
JILL OTTO 

President 

* 
MICHELLE DOSTAL 

Vice President 

* 
KRIS SMITH 

Secretary 

* 

CHRIS IRVIN 
Treasurer 

* 
 

Members of the Board: 

 
BEVERLY MORGAN-

LEWIS 
 

DEB ST. MYERS 
 

CATHY WRIGHT 

___ 
 
 

NEXT MEETING: 

 

TUESDAY, 
MAY 18th  

at 
The Adorni Center 
1011 Waterfront Drive 
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Board Mtg. - 6:30 p.m. 
Regular Mtg. - 7:00 

p.m. 
 

Join us.   
Everyone is 
Welcome! 

    

    President’s Corner…President’s Corner…President’s Corner…President’s Corner…    

Sorry I missed the last meeting.  Thank you to 
Michelle for stepping in and running it. 
 
Hopefully, everyone had a good Mother's Day.  
Many moms chose to spend some time with their 
dogs, so we had a great ring practice.  We had a 
number of dogs doing tracking under Debbi 
Sholes' guidance.  There was such a large crowd 
for conformation, we had to split the "class" into 
two rings.  Thanks to both Cathy and Kris for 
"judging."  Rose had her hands full with 
obedience and rally.  Many people pitched in to 
set up and take down the equipment, so it was a 
great club activity. 
 
I hope to see all of you at the upcoming meeting.  
We will be discussing the shows and trials.  In 
addition to Cathy's items, I will be going over my 
show list to make sure we haven't forgotten 
anything.  I'm sure Beverly will also have some 
items to address for the agility trials. 
 
See you all on Tuesday, May 18th, at the Adorni 
Center. 

    Jill Otto    Jill Otto    Jill Otto    Jill Otto    
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        Have you heard……. 
 

     From Jane Patterson...   
 

    Neira achieved her CDX at the Lake County KC trial held on 4/4.  She performed  
                        beautifully outside in the freezing rain and won her class!  What a champ!   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to Jane and Neira! 
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Irene Hetrick's Jamaica had 7 pups - 5 girls, 2 boys. All doing well! 
 
 

 
 

Above:  Jamaica and her newborns... 
 

Below:  Jamaica and puppies at 4 weeks of age. 
 

 
 

Congratulations to Irene and new mom, Jamaica! 
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 Chris Irvin's Chablis got her first major, shown by Irene. 
 

 Cathy Wright and Nick Mendes' Sunny finished her conformation 
                championship at Sacramento. 
 

Deb St Myers' girl got her first title in agility. 
 
 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO EVERYONE ON THEIR 

 GREAT ACHIEVEMENTS! 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

"Stay!"  
 

 I pulled into the crowded parking lot at the Local shopping center and rolled down the car 
 windows to make sure my Labrador Retriever pup had fresh air.  She was stretched full- 
 out on the back seat, and I wanted to impress upon her that she must remain there. 
 
 I walked to the curb backward, pointing my finger at the car and saying emphatically,  
 "Now you stay.  Do you hear me?  Stay!  Stay!"   
 
 The driver of a nearby car, a pretty young blonde lady, gave me a strange look and said,  
 "Why don't you just put it in park?" 
 

(Author Unknown) 
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    Many of you know the saga of Sunshine, the little Parson Russell Terrier who 

was accidentally sold to negligent, uncaring owners who allowed her to run loose 

with no food or care.  Attempts to get her back or get the owners on track weren’t 

successful.  Before a new plan could be made to help her, this loveable little girl 

decided to change her own life and find someone who loved her.                

 Luckily for Sunshine, Nick and Patty Mendes were in the neighborhood, and 

soon Sunny had insinuated herself into the Mendes’ lives and especially Nick’s 

heart.  The Mendes and Cathy bought Sunny back and got her registration papers. 

Since she’d originally been sold as a show prospect, and she’d turned out so nice, 

Cathy wanted to show her and get her championship.           

 Sunshine’s show career got off to a rocky start with a broken leg!  But soon she 

was healed up and brought to her first real show- LCKC 2009.  After winning the 

points one of those days, Sunny went on to a very quick accumulation of 

championship points, including a few Best of Breed placements over “Specials.” 

The only obstacle to her success seemed to be finding majors.  Finally at Rose City 

Classic and then Sacramento dog shows there were enough PRT entries and 

Sunshine got Best Opposite, and Best of Winners for her two needed majors.      

 She is now officially Champion Riverwoods Sunshine Daydream, but in her 

heart, she’s Nick’s best buddy.      

                             

   Her last three-point major at Sacramento KC.       Happy to be back at home with Nick! 
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Don't you dare steal my joy !! 
 

On the occasion of my tenth anniversary, my husband asked me how I wanted to 
celebrate. I asked that we take a very dear friend, my adopted grandmother and one of 
the greatest of all the great southern ladies, out to dinner with us. 
 
At dinner, my husband, Brian, presented me with a diamond ring. It was gorgeous and I 
was speechless, but even as I thanked him, I worried about the expense and 
extravagance of such a gift. As if he knew that the next line belonged to my grandmother, 
my husband excused himself from the table. 
 
He was barely out of sight when she reached across the table and grabbed me by the 
shoulder, "I know what you're thinking, I know you think he couldn't afford it and it's too 
extravagant. I don't care if he had to put a second mortgage on the house to buy it, don't 
you steal his joy! It's beautiful.  Accept it as the token of his love that it is and say nothing 
about how he shouldn't have bought it  for you." Then she repeated, "Don't you dare steal 
his joy!" 
 
That was the end of the conversation. She sat back in her seat, smiled at my returning 
husband, and we had a lovely dinner. I took her advice and put my reservations out of my 
mind. The ring has never come off my finger, but most importantly, I learned a wonderfully 
important lesson, never to steal another man's joy. 
 
Are you a joy stealer? 
 
"You know if my dog hadn't gone down on the sit, I would have won the class", said, 
unfeelingly, to the winner. 
"I sure didn't think your dog worked that high a score." 
"I can't believe you placed, I thought Jane Oneup and her dog would beat you." 
"I thought I had that class won! My dog had a great performance, " said to the winner. 
"Isn't that judge an idiot? I can't believe the dogs he put up!" said to the winner. 
"Boy, aren't you glad Mrs. Winallthetime wasn't here today or you might not have won." 
"You passed that Master test because the water blind was so easy." 
"That was the stupidest set of water marks I've ever seen. No trial should end that easily," 
said to the winner. 
 
Do you discourage or encourage fellow competitors?  
 
Do you tell them their goals are too lofty and their dreams too big? Are you trying to be 
helpful or trying to keep them from accomplishing something that you never had the ability 
or perseverance to do yourself? It is equally as harmful to steal joy by destroying the 
dream. 
 
"No Basset Hounds get UD's," said to the owner of the Bassett in Utility class. 
"I've never seen a Rottweiler that could do fronts and finishes", said to the owner of the 
Rottweiler practicing fronts and finishes. 
"Do you have any idea how hard it is to get a UD and a Master Hunter? Do you know how 
few people have ever done it?" said to the first time dog owner setting out to do both. 
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When FC AFC OTCH Law Abiding Ezra had both his field championships and 65 OTCH 
points including all the necessary first places, someone had the guts to come up to me, 
his owner, trainer and handler and say, "No dog will ever be a field champion and an 
obedience champion." My jaw drops when I think about it. Isn't it unfortunate that I 
remember this attempt at stealing my joy much more than I remember all the cards and 
letters and congratulations I received when those last 35 points were earned? 
 
If you are willing to destroy someone's dream, perhaps you don't realize that it is the JOY 
of pursuing the dream that keeps the dreamer motivated, not just reaching the 
accomplishment. 
 
My husband and I travel and compete together. I remember an event, early in our 
relationship when I watched his Doberman fail articles. "Darn it, " I said, as he came out of 
the ring," she didn't even try to find the right one!" "Oh", he replied, "but, weren't her 
heeling and signals wonderful?"  Unknowingly, I had almost stolen his joy. He was 
celebrating the improvement on the exercise that had been giving him trouble, and I was 
focused on the failure. Since that experience, Brian and I have learned that the best 
response to a questionable performance is, "What did you think?" That way, if the handler 
is excited about some aspect of the performance, you can share that excitement. If the 
handler is disappointed in another aspect, you can share the disappointment. You are 
safely removed from being a joy stealer. 
 
I hope you have a lot of dreams and goals for your dogs in (the coming year). 
Undoubtedly there will be moments of disappointment as you venture through the 
landmines of injury, failures and other setbacks. Remember that the joy of the journey is 
worth the difficulties along the way and don't let anyone steal that joy. Guard it well and at 
he end of the road you can own it and revel in it with all the other  memories of the trip. 
 
Denise Gallant 
 
Home of  
MBIS/BPIS/MBPIG GRCh Torkelle Java Me Krazy Trymine TT CGN 
Cha-Rish 'N Cassel Wild Child 
 
 

(Thanks to Irene Hetrick for submitting the above article.) 
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LOST COAST KENNEL CLUB MINUTES 
April 20, 2010  -  Mendes home, Ferndale 

 
BOARD MEETING:  Called to order by VP Michelle Dostal at 6:50 p.m. 
Present:  Michelle Dostal, Irene Hetrick, Beverly Morgan Lewis, Kris Smith, Cathlyn Wright. 
Minutes of the Last Meeting:  MSAC to approve as printed. 
Report of the Treasurer:  none 
Unfinished Business:  none 
New Business:  none 
Adjournment:  6:52 p.m. 
 
REGULAR MEETING:  Called to order by VP Michelle Dostal at 7:04 p.m. 
Present:  All of the above plus Deb and Cory Enns, Chris Irvin, Rose Kessler, Tina Moulton 
Minutes of the Last Meeting:  MSAC to approve as printed. 
Report of the President:  No report in the absence of the President. 
Report of the Secretary:  Kris shared a brochure which came in the mail for the Miranda’s Rescue Wine and 
Cheese Open House on August 1. 
Treasurer’s Report:  Chris reported on club assets. 
Report of the Committees: 
- Ring Practice.  Debbi Sholes had about 5 dogs for tracking practice, brought in $26.  Three practices were 

scheduled:  May 9, 16, 23.  Kris can only be at some of them and will probably have a conflict with the 
show, because of family commitments.  Some of the rally signs are missing. 

- Newsletter:  Send Barb news 
- Website:  Nothing new  
- B-OB show:    

Cathy:  Judge hospitality was discussed.  Irene will do breakfast set-up. PR (radio, news  releases) – Chris   
will organize.  Ring fencing order (1 whole new ring) – Chris will order and put on her credit card.  Lunch 
menu tickets will go to all volunteers.  We will hire a few strong young people to help set up and tear down, 
and parking. 
T-shirts – Michelle will order; discussion of sizes and colors. 
Poop bag dispensers - Josephine Morrissey suggested in writing to buy poop bag dispenser systems for use at 
the fairgrounds.  Irene suggested donating them to the fairgrounds.  Club will ask Josephine to contact 
fairgrounds to see if they will accept such a donation.  The time frame is too tight for this year, but they 
could be in place by next year. 

- Agility Trial 2010:  Rose will handle “wrangling” of judges (transportation).  Cory will do CostCo shopping.  
Possibly will hire same workers as for show for set up and tear down. 

Election of New Members:  none 
Unfinished Business:  Bev will not be able to be at the May 15 Willow Creek Fire Safety agility demo and 
will talk to other agility people about organizing it. 
New Business:  none 
Adjournment:  8:35 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Kris Smith, LCKC Secretary 

 
 

http://www.lostcoastkennelclub.org 


